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TNFORMATTON BULLETTN 2005-16 (SHL, EH)

TO: City and County Bui ld ing Off ic ia ls
Employee Housing Operators
Employee Housing Local Enforcement Agencies
lnterested Parties (SHL, EH)
Division Staff

SUBJECT: 2005 LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

This lnformat ion Bul let in summarizes the legis lat ive changes for 2005 to Cal i fornia
laws that impact housing construct ion and maintenance in Cal i fornia.  The amendments
and additions to the California laws summ arized in this Information Bulletin become
effect ive on January 1,2006, unless otherwise speci f ied in the legis lat ion.

Chapter 570. Statutes of  2005 (Assemblv Bi l l  No. 1078. Keene) added Chapter
6.9.1. ,  Art ic le 1 through Aft ic le 7,  commencing with Sect ion 25400.10, to Div is ion
20 of  the Health and Safety Code, relat ing to Methamphetamine Contaminated
Property Cleanup.

.  Heal th and Safety Code (HSC) Chapter 6.9.1,  Sect ions 25400.10 through
25400.46, is added to Div is ion 20, enact ing the "Methamphetamine
Contaminated Property Cleanup Act of 2005". This act establishes remediation
and reoccupancy standards for methamphetamine contaminated properties.

This act authorizes the local health officer to delegate all or part of the duties
specified in the actto a designated local agency, as defined in Section 25400.11
(f) ,  which may include the local  bui ld ing or housing code enforcement agency.

This act requires the local health official to provide a copy of the order prohibit ing
use or occupancy of the property to the local State Housing Law enforcement
agency, as well as a copy of a post-remediation release stating that the property
is habitable. The act does not provide for any duties or responsibil i t ies for the
local code enforcement agency with respect to those orders or releases.
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This act mandates remediation by the property owner and requires the property
owner to retain an authorized contractor, as defined in HSC Section 25400.11
(a),  to remediate the contaminat ion.  l t  a l lows remediat ion of  contaminated
properties by a city or county in the event a property owner fails to init iate or
complete the remediat ion and imposes speci f ied costs and civ i l  penal t ies on
property owners where there is known or suspected methamphetamine
contaminat ion.

. This act also specifies requirements for propedy assessment and cleanup,
contractor certif ication, and training for workers; establishes l iabil i ty; and
authorizes enforcement. The act specifically excludes a mobilehome park,
manufactured housing park, or manufactured housing community from the
definit ions of "Property" and "Property Owner" unti l January 1, 2008. However, it
does not exclude "Special Occupancy Parks" (as defined by HSC Section
18862.43) .

Chapter 525. Statutes of  2005 (Assemblv Bi l l  No. 304. Hancock) amends
Sect ions  19160,  19161 ,  19162,19163,  19163.5 ,  19165 and 19166 o f  the  Hea l th
and Safety Code (HSC),  re lat ing to seismic bui ld ing standards.

Existing law authorizes a city, county, or city and county to establish, by
ordinance, building reconstruction standards applicable to the seismic retrofit of
existing buildings identif ied as being hazardous to l ife in the event of an
earthquake. This bil l  would permit a city, county, or city and county to identify
certain soft story residential buildings as being hazardous and to establish retrofit
standards for them.

HSC Sect ions  19160 though 19163.5 ,  19165 and 19166 are  amended to  inc lude
woodframe mult iuni t  resident ia l  bui ld ings constructed before January 1,  1978,
where the ground floor portion contains parking or other similar open floor space,
as potentially hazardous in the event of an earthquake due to conditions
ident i f ied in a nat ional ly recognized model code or substant ia l ly  equivalent
standard.

This act  author izes local  governments to adopt ordinances governing seismic
retrofrt of soft story residential buildings and requires those ordinances to comply
with nationally recognized model codes relating to the retrofit of existing
bui ld ings,  or wi th substant ia l ly  equivalent standards.

The act provides that existing and new seismic retrofit ordinances for soft story
residential structures shall remain in effect unti l the California Building Standards
Commission adopts appl icable standards.  A copy of  any such new ordinances
and amendments must be f i led wi th HCD.
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. Various HSC sections also are amended to replace the word "reconstruction"
with "seismic retrofit" in provisions governing earthquake hazardous building
reconstruction, and would define seismic retrofit for the purposes of provisions
governing earthquake protection.

This summary of legislative changes is not represented to be a complete digest of all
new laws affecting persons regulated by the State Housing Law, the Employee Housing
Act or other California law. The complete text of each law can be reviewed through the
Official California Legislative information website using the Internet address
www.leqinfo.ca.qov.

For questions regarding the State Housing Law and Employee Housing requirements,
please contact the Department's State Housing Law and Employee Housing Programs
staff at (916) 445-9471. You may also contact the Department via web comment at
http ://www. h cd. ca. qov/com me nts/.

Deputy Director


